
 Autumn Life  
 I was overwhelmed by the many offers of support we 
received after our request for help at the end of 
September. It’s really wonderful to have such a 
responsive community and I am very aware that this is 
not the case on all allotments. We now have people in 
place to help with sending out the invoices, managing 
the Wildlife Area and a new Grapevine editorial team as 
well as all the volunteers on the Allotment Committee 
and the many other people who lend a hand when 
something needs doing. I’m especially grateful to Elena 
Cook who has offered to take on the editorship of the 
newsletter which frees me up to concentrate on the 
work of the Chair of the Society.  Shoko Higashitsuji has 
offered to help her with this task. Helen Skelton, Edo   
Kacej and Ekta Shah are interested in the Wildlife Plot. 
Cliff Abelman is taking on IT support for invoicing.            

We are hoping that we will be able to hold our Plant 
Sale next spring though of course nothing is certain at 
this time. Christine and Catherine will be asking for 
volunteers to help with planting and potting on next year. 

 As cases of COVID 19  rise in the country and in Barnet 
I want to respectfully remind members to heed the basic 
Government rules of Hands Face Space. The advice to 
keep ourselves safe by wearing gloves, using sanitiser 
and keeping a safe distance apart still remains in place. 
We are all grateful for the freedom that coming to the 
allotments affords us and I’m very keen that we can 
continue to visit our plots throughout the winter.  
Remember my mask protects you, and your mask 
protects me.
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              Community News 

Information to plot holders on all 
three of our allotment sites: 

Invoices to plot holders will be sent 
by email for the year 2021. Please 
check with the secretary that we have 
your correct email address if you 
have changed your address recently. 
Payment will be accepted by bank 
transfer and by cheque but we are no 
longer accepting cash. 

Invoices to members who are not plot 
holders will be sent as usual. 

We hope that Paul will start on the 
installation of the new fence along 
Gordon Road in the winter. This will 
finish the job of installing new 
fencing around the whole of the 
Gordon Road site making it much 
more secure. Paul will also work on 
the gate posts to make them stronger 
and better fitting. 

Sadly, we must accept that our usual 
Bonfire Night in November and the 
Christmas Social will not be able to 
go ahead this year due to the ‘Rule of 
S i x ’ w h i c h c u r r e n t l y f o r b i d s 
gatherings of more than six people. If 
circumstances change and we are 
able to meet then we can quickly sort 
out something festive. 

Pat Gentry, a professional blue badge 
guide, will give a virtual talk via Zoom 
on The History and Highlights of Kew 
Gardens on 27th October at 11am. 
Surprising stories from the greatest 
botanic gardens in the world. Book  at 
https://www.officiallondonguides.com/
b o o k i n g s - c h e c k o u t / t h e - h i s t o r y -
highlights-of-kew-gardens 

              Cost £6 per household 

https://www.officiallondonguides.com/bookings-checkout/the-history-highlights-of-kew-gardens
https://www.officiallondonguides.com/bookings-checkout/the-history-highlights-of-kew-gardens


Charity Veggiebox Scheme finishes for the Year 

                  

Every Sunday from the beginning of July until 
the middle of October generous plot holders 
gave surplus fruit and vegetables to this project. 

Follow this 
s e a s o n ’ s 
s t o r y o n 

Instagram@charityveggiebox 

Most of the produce went to The Felix Project. 
The Felix Project is a London-based food 
rdistribution waste charity set up in 2016 to 
tackle both food waste and hunger; it collects 
fresh, nutritious food that cannot be sold. 1.5 
million adults in London struggle to afford to eat 
every day, 400,000 children are at risk of 
missing the next meal. The Project delivers this 
surplus food to charities and schools so they can 
provide healthy meals and help the most 
vulnerable in our society. Read their stories at 
h t t p s : / / t h e f e l i x p r o j e c t . o r g h t t p s : / /
www.standard.co.uk/news/foodforlondon/food-
for-london-now-felix-project-13-million-meals-
a4571877.html 

One of the organisations that our produce went 
to in September was ‘Chefs in Schools’                  
https://www.chefsinschools.org.uk which began 
in a Hackney school and has been spreading 
ever since. ‘We believe the best chance children 
have to understand the importance of a good 

diet is by eating, and learning how to make, 
delicious food, cooked from scratch. We think 
chefs, taking on the role of producing and 
teaching about food in schools, are the right 
people to do this. Leading the kitchen on a 
varied menu of meals made from fresh 
ingredients. Sharing their passion for food with 
the students. Supporting school leaders to help 
pupils get the best out of their school days.’ 

After we’ve donated our fresh fruit and 
vegetables, Judy opens the gate for Rachael’s 
newly renovated van … 

…and the crates are loaded into it. Rachael’s 
car boot was no longer big enough for all the 
pick ups… 

… then it’s off to Brent Way and Fitzroy 
Allotments in Highgate.

https://thefelixproject.org
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/foodforlondon/food-for-london-now-felix-project-13-million-meals-a4571877.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/foodforlondon/food-for-london-now-felix-project-13-million-meals-a4571877.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/foodforlondon/food-for-london-now-felix-project-13-million-meals-a4571877.html
https://www.chefsinschools.org.uk


We also enjoyed home-baked cupcakes 
sprinkled with lavender flowers because one of 
Kathy's passions is edible flowers.  Thanks to 
Valerie for finding that unusual garden. 

She was also very knowledgeable about 
garden plants and helped with the plants sale 
expertly, pricking out seedlings and donating 
cuttings and divisions of perennials.   Some of 
her favourite plants were oriental poppies, 
penstemon and diascia.

For a number of years she exhibited at the 
annual flower show held by Barnet Allotment 
F e d e r a t i o n , w i n n i n g p r i z e s f o r h e r 
tomatoes and house plants.   She was also a 
member  of Hampstead Garden Suburb 
Horticultural Society participating in their 
competitive shows and quizzes.”

Valerie on the far left with Judy, June, Claudine, 
Catherine and Christine at the Plant sale. 

Discounts on Suttons’ Seeds                                                                      
Suttons’ Seeds catalogues have arrived. 
Catherine Schmitt has left copies in the Green 
Room at Gordon Road and at Nethercourt 
Avenue. As in previous years, FHS members 
earn a discount of 50% on seeds and 15% on 
all other items. You will pay a carriage charge 
of £1.99 for packets of seeds and £4.99 for 
heavier items, such as garden equipment.                                                               
Your order will be delivered direct to your 
address and if you include your email or mobile 
phone number you will be notified of delivery if 
your package weighs more than 2kg.                                                               
You can order by post, phone or online, 
www.suttons.co.uk, quoting our unique offer 
code. Ask Catherine for the unique FHS code.                                       
Wishing you good gardening in 2021.             
C a t h e r i n e S c h m i t t 0 2 0 8 3 4 6 4 3 5 9 
catherineschmitt20@gmail.com

Sadly three stalwarts of Gordon Road 
Allotments died during the summer and they will 
be greatly missed. 

Christine Twena died in April after a long illness 
and her husband, Ernest, still maintains their 
plot at Gordon Road. Christine always helped at 
the Plant Sales, writing hundreds of labels for 
the plants beforehand and on the day working 
quietly in the Green Room counting and 
bagging up the proceeds. She loved the visits 
organised by the Society to gardens around the 
country and never missed an outing. 

Susie Criss died unexpectedly at home 
although she had been poorly for some time, 
suffering several illnesses. She had been a 
member at Gordon Road Allotments for over 30 
years and was an enthusiastic and determined 
allotmenteer who, even at 81, refused to give 
up her plot despite the difficulties she had in 
maintaining it. Susie always helped at the Plant 
Sale and shared her knowledge of flowering 
plants. 

Valerie Marsh died suddenly in September and 
she was working on her plot until she died. 
Claudine remembers “Valer ie was an 
exceptional person; she gave invaluable help 
through the years at the allotments, on the 
Committee   where amongst other things she 
organised outings to open gardens. She 
provided perennial plants from her own garden 
and help with growing seedlings for the annual 
plant sale. Valerie and Peter's allotment was 
immaculate, demonstrating their love of 
gardening and vegetable growing. During my 
recent illness, she spoke to me regularly and 
came to see me, the last time very recently, to 
give me some delicious plums from the 
allotments.”

Catherine Schmitt recalls “Valerie Marsh was a 
member of the Finchley Horticultural Society for 
over 20 years and served on the committee for 
a number of those years.  In that capacity she 
o r g a n i s e d c o a c h t r i p s t o m a n y 
interesting  gardens. One outstanding trip was 
in 2010 to Kathy Brown's garden near Bedford.   
Kathy herself, who created a number of 
gardens for the Chelsea Flower Show, showed 
us around the garden with various "rooms" 
reflecting the work of artists such as Mark 
Rothko with bold red foliage plants against a 
yew hedge and Hokusai "The Wave" with tall 
grasses bending in the wind.  

http://www.suttons.co.uk
mailto:catherineschmitt@gmail.com


                   Events Diary   

Tuesday 27th October 

The History & Highlights of Kew 
Gardens  Surprising stories from the 
greatest botanic gardens in the world. By 
Patricia Gentry, Official London Guide                   
£6 on Zoom                                                               
https://www.officiallondonguides.com/bookings-
checkout/the-history-highlights-of-kew-gardens 

  
Book 2021 Flower Show 
tickets this autumn:
RHS Malvern Spring Festival (6-9 May)
RHS Chelsea Flower Show (18-22 May)
RHS Hampton Palace Court Garden Festival 
(5-11July)
Look out for on-sale dates in the members’       
e-newsletter or visit rhs.org.uk/shows 

Plan a visit to Glow 2020
Tickets will be on sale soon for the 
spectacular and uplifting illuminated 
trails at RHS gardens. Pre-booking is essential 
to see these gardens lit up after dark.                           
Visit rhs.org.uk/gardens 

View the dahlia online exhibition                     
Dahlia: The Flower of a Thousand Faces               
It explores the forms and fortunes of 
dahlias illustrated by beautiful 
botanical images from the Lindley 
Library Archives. 

The exhibition will be available as an exclusive 
preview for RHS members from 17th September 
and public viewing is from 15th October. 

Online Annual Lecture - 'Gardens are 
for People' with Tom and Sue Stuart-
Smith 

Join Tom and Sue Stuart Smith for our 
Online Annual Lecture which will be 
streamed live from The Royal Geographical 
Society, London on Wednesday 11th November 
at 7pm.                                                                                                                                                

 The Finchley Horticultural Society 34 Elm Park 
Road, Finchley, N3 1EB                                                        

www.finchleyhorticulturalsociety.org.uk                                                
twitter.com/finchleyhort                     

www.facebook.com/FinchleyHS   
For all Finchley gardeners and for plot holders at Gordon 

Road, Nethercourt Avenue and Brent Way 

President                                                
Catherine Schmitt 

Chairman and FHS Enquiries                              
Jo Cuttell 020 8922 0241 

Allotments Secretaries                                                            
Gordon Road: Sylvia Berente 07512 322909 

Nethercourt Avenue:                                          
Penny Igoe    07871 846496                                                               

Brent Way: Elain Wright   020 8346 9975  

 Treasurer                                                       
Chris Ouseley: 020 8346 1205 

 Membership                                             
Christine Williams: 07984 935668  

  Trading Hut                                                   
Tuuli Taylor 020 8349 0176 

      Allotments Security & Break-ins                       
  Tony Ingram 020 8349 1265                              

or 07967 274739  

Communications Team                                                         
Website Judy Woollett: 020 8346  5107           

Newsletter Editor Jo Cuttell 020 8922 0241                                                    
Twitter Lesley Ludlow                  

 To contact any committee member by email 
please use this address and mark it for the 
attention of the person you want to contact: 

finchleyhorticulturalsociety@gmail.com 

Member of the Barnet Federation of 
Allotment and Horticultural Societies 

                                             
Affiliated to the                                             

Royal Horticultural Society 

Newsletter                                                                      
If you received a paper copy of this newsletter 

and are now able to receive it by e-mail, please 
inform Christine Williams, 

finchleyhorticulturalsociety@gmail.com                            
This saves us time and money.

This issue of the 
Grapevine has been 

generously 
sponsored by Winkworth Estate Agents. 

T: 020 8349 3388    www.winkworth.co.uk 
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