
Happy New Year
I hope you are all relaxing after the Festivities and taking a 
breather before the new allotment season gets underway. 
Although, no doubt, some of you are still busily harvesting 
leeks, cabbage, parsnips and other winter vegetables. 
There’s a recipe on the last page for Apple Pan Dowdy to 
use up those last few cooking apples. 

I’ve put in some advice from The National Allotment 
Society to help you plan the year ahead which I hope you’ll 
find useful.  

The poem on page three was sent in by Valerie Marsh; a 
foreaste of things to come. 

What is the FHS all about? See inside for further 
information. We are especially keen that as many people 
as possible attend the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 
19th March so that we can all agree on the direction for the 
year ahead.  Wine and cheese on offer to tempt you along.                                                 
             Come along - the more the merrier!                           

We hope you are finding the new wheelbarrows a pleasure 
to use. Please only use for compost and weeds as the 
polypropylene shell cannot cope with rubble and bricks. 
Your allotment fees paid for them so make sure you take 
one for a ride. 

2014 saw a landmark ruling for Allotment Societies as 
Watford Allotments won the case to save their land from 
developers wanting to build on it. Further details inside. 

The Committee wish you all a happy and productive 2015. 
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Annual General 
Meeting 
Thursday 

19th March 2015 
7.30 

Finchley Tennis Club 
Brent Way 

entrance between  
45 and 47 

Everyone Welcome 
Wine and Cheese 

Committee News 

It looks as if we will have to 
be more aware about how 
we use our water on the 
allotment sites next year. 
Each s i te w i l l need a 
backflow valve to ensure that  
contaminated water does not 
return into the water supply. 
Hoses will need to have a 
pistol on the end to help 
conserve water and as our 
water is metered this will 
save us all money too.      
The water tanks will have to 
have a mesh cover, which 
the committee will organise. 
This is as a result of a near 
fatal accident with a small 
child last year on another 
site.                             

Are you a member of the 
FHS but do not have an 
allotment? What would you 
like to see in the newsletter? 
Do you use the Trading Hut? 



Welcome to new members    

We’d like to recruit more Finchley gardeners 
who are not allotmenteers to the FHS to 
keep our society as broad as possible and to 
support local gardeners as much as 
possible. Can you recruit someone?

Beekeepers’ Corner 

by Mei Ling Simons Delmonte 

What Bees need in Winter 
Now that the cold winter months are upon us the 
bees in their hives will be clustering to maximise 
the required survival temperatures - this is 
between 12 and 14 degrees Celsius. They need 
to be kept dry, safe from pests and have enough 
food to last the winter.   

Pests 
Having completed the apiguard treatment back in 
September, the next stage in varroa 
management is to trickle a diluted form of acid 
into the hives which will kill the varroa but not 
harm the adult bees - most beekeepers use 
oxalic acid at a strength of under 5%.  The most 
effective means of ensuring efficacy is to treat 
the bees 
during their 
broodless 
period so 
that the 
mites 
cannot 
escape the 
acid by 
hiding in the 
pupating 
cells. 
Next is 
woodpecker 
proofing. 
 We need to 
wrap some 
chicken wire 
about 2 
inches away from the hive walls to prevent 
woodpeckers getting at the bees. 

Feeding 
It is not uncommon for the bees to be given 
some fondant over this period to ensure that they 
can have the energy to generate the optimum 
temperature for winter survival.  Beekeepers 
traditionally give this feed immediately following 
the oxalic treatment.   

Fingers crossed they make it to spring next year.

What is the Finchley Horticultural 
Society ? 

The Society was set up to support local 
gardeners and allotmenteers. It runs the Trading 
Hut in the Gordon Road site to sell useful 
gardening materials at reasonable prices. June is 
currently appraising the stock and buying in 
supplies for the spring. It will be open again in 
early March from 10.30 until 12.30 and is run by 
volunteers. 

We run several socials during the year - the 
latest was our fantastic BONFIRE NIGHT:              

The day of the Bonfire night party at Gordon 
Road dawned grey with heavy rain looking set to 
go on all day. The wood pile was soaking and we 
were doubtful that we could get the fire started.  
At around 4pm a miracle occurred; the rain 
stopped, the sky cleared and the stars came out. 
Our resident firestarters managed to get the 
bonfire aflame and it burned brightly and warmly 
through the evening. This is the first time I had 
attended this event but I had heard all about 
Tony's legendary pumpkin soup. I was not 
disappointed, it is world class. With perfect timing 
some kindly residents of Elm Park Road let off 
the most magnificent firework display. It went on 
for about twenty minutes and from our vantage 
point on the Piggery we had a great view. So 
thank you to everyone who made it such a fun 
evening, I am looking forward to next year’s do.  
Thanks to Christine Williams for this article. 

The Society has traditionally organised several 
outings to interesting gardens during each year, 
often by coach but also by sharing cars. Over the 
last few years the numbers of members going on 
these outings has dwindled and the Committee 
would like to have your suggestions for places 
and gardens to visit. We would like your views! 
Please let us know - come along to the AGM. 



This issue of the Grapevine has been generously 
sponsored by 
W i n k w o r t h 
Estate Agents. 

T:020 8349 3388    www.winkworth.co.uk 

Newsletter 

If you received a paper copy of this 
newsletter and are now able to receive it by 
e-mail, please inform Christine Williams, 
chrysw@hotmail.co.uk. This saves us time 
and money.

The Year Ahead 

January - order your seed potatoes and collect 
seed trays or egg boxes ready to chit them  

February - the best month to plant garlic and 
shallots 

March - plant early cultivars of potatoes as soon 
as possible; then plant second earlies and 
maincrops  

April - sow maincrop peas and broadbeans. 
Make successional sowings of beetroot, carrots, 
parsnips, lettuce, spinach, spring onions,kohl 
rabi, radish and turnips 

May - continue to make 
successional sowings and thin 
out seedlings that have grown, 
plant the courgettes etc you 
have bought in the Plant Sale 

Organic Compost Delivery 

June - watch out for aphids - 
try spraying with soapy water. 
Keep the weeds down 

July - start sowing the seeds of overwintering 
crops such as spring cabbage and spinach beet. 
Watch out for potato blight 

August - lift onions towards the end of the month. 
Wait until the tops begin to fall over as this 
indicates the bulbs have stopped swelling 

September - lift all your onions and potatoes. 
Sow oriental vegetable seeds 

October - plant out spring cabbage and 
overwintering types of onion and garlic 

November - a good time to plant new fruit trees 
and bushes; soft fruit bushes can also be moved 
now 

December - relax and reflect on your successes 
and consider what went wrong with some crops 

from The National Allotment Society: 
www.nsalg.org.uk 

PERENNIALS FOR SALE   

Some of our stock is at its best before the main 
Plant Sale in May.  When the Trading Hut is 
open (Sundays 10:30 to 12:30 from early March) 
there should be a member of the perennial team 
on hand to advise and sell to you. 
Do come and have a look! 
                                                                        
Spring Poem 

When Earth awakens slowly, from a winter’s sleep,       
When drowsy snowdrops droop their heads, then ,                                         
yawn and take a peep,                                                        
At a purple crocus standing in the midst of melting snow,                                                                 
When falling rain, renews again, the ground, where flowers 
shall grow.                                                                            
Sent in by Valerie Marsh 

Watford Allotments Saved from 
bulldozers 

Gardeners from the 118 year old Farm Terrace 
allotments won a landmark victory in August 
2014 when a judgement by Lord Justice Ouseley 
overturned a second decision by the 
communities secretary, Eric Pickles, to allow the 
site to be built on by a consortium of Watford 
borough council and a developer. Under the 
Allotments Act 1925, councils can only develop 
statutorily protected allotment land with the 
permission of the secretary of state, and only if 
strict criteria are met. The local council had 
planned to sell the land in order to build houses 
and a car park.                                                
Lawyers say this landmark ruling is significant 
because it could have importance for other sites 
around the country who are in a similar 
situation.This is the first time that the courts 
have overturned a ruling by the secretary of 
state and means that the 128 plots will not be 
ripped up. The Watford allotmenteers spent two 
years raising money to save their allotments and 
now their hard work has been vindicated. 
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The Finchley Horticultural 
Society 

43 Oakdene Park, Finchley, N3 1EU 

www.finchleyhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 

For all Finchley gardeners and for plot holders at 
Gordon Road, Nethercourt Avenue and Brent Way

President
Catherine Schmitt

Chairman and FHS Enquiries
Claudine Fear: 020 8346 0353 

cmrubie@gmail.com 

Allotments Secretaries 
Gordon Road: June Brookes 

0208 349 2253 
jayemjaybee@btinternet.com 

Nethercourt Avenue: Janine Limberg 
07535 720691 

janine.limberg@gmail.com 
Brent Way: Elain Wright 

0208 346 9975 
colain43@hotmail.com 

Acting Treasurer
Liz Thomson

l.thomson324@gmail.com

Membership 
Christine Williams: 0798 493 5668 

chrysw@hotmail.co.uk 

Trading Hut
June Brookes: 0208 349 2253 
jayemjaybee@btinternet.com 

Website & NGS Liaison
Judy Woollett: 020 8346 5107

Allotments Security & Break-ins 
Tony Ingram 0208 349 1265 

or 0796 727 4739 
tonyingram@aqp.co.uk

Acting Newsletter Editor
Jo Cuttell 020 8922 0241

jocuttell@me.com

Member of the 
Barnet Federation of Allotment 
and Horticultural Societies

Events Diary 

8th February 2015   2pm - 4pm    Sunday                                 
A spectacular display of snowdrops at The 
Bothy Gardens, Avenue House, East End Road, 
N3 

20-21 February 2015                            

RHS London Plant and Potato Fair 

27-28 February 2015                     
RHS London Botanical Art Show 

19th March 2015                                                  
FHS Annual General Meeting                            
7.30 Finchley Tennis Club, Brent Way 

14-15 April 2015                            
RHS Great London Plant Fair           

To book tickets, visit rhs.org.uk/shows                  
or call 0844 338                                                                                                                                               

Finchley Garden Centre gives a 10% discount 
on plants to FHS members. It also has a new 
tearoom. 

Next newsletter - April 2015

Apple Pan Dowdy 

sent to us by Valerie Marsh                                                 

3 cooking apples, peeled and sliced,                   
1/2 tsp each of cinnamon, nutmeg, salt                   
4oz/113g melted butter, 3oz/85g dark brown 
sugar, 1 beaten size 1 egg, 8oz/226g SR flour, 
4oz/113g sugar, 4 fl oz milk 

1. Butter a baking dish and put in the apples, 
sprinkle with brown sugar and spices. Bake 
at 175C, Gas 5 until soft. 

2. Sieve together flour, sugar and salt. Mix the 
melted butter, milk and egg and stir gently 
into the flour. 

3. Pour over the apples and bake for 25 mins 
until brown and crusty. Serve from the dish 
or turn out so the apples are on top.  
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