
The FHS Grapevine
Newsletter of the Finchley Horticultural Society Spring 2011

Why ‘Grapevine’ ?

Once upon a time, behind the large houses 
which fronted Ballards Lane on the west, 
Squires Lane, and Long Lane, was a horticultural 
wonder - Claigmar Vineyards. By the 1890s its 
161 greenhouses produced 100 tons of grapes 
a year (not to mention 240,000 cucumbers) – 
surely an inspiration to all Finchley gardeners! 
This enterprise was started by Peter Kay in 1874, 
but sadly closed in 1895. It is recalled today in 
Vines Avenue, built on vineyard land, and now 
in the name of our Newsletter. Contributions to 
the Newsletter, including gardening hints and 
tips, from Members are very welcome (see back 
page for editor contact)

FHS Events

Westonbirt Arboretum
Saturday 21 May. Spaces are still available for 
this special spring coach outing, with our own 
guided walk. A visit not to be missed: magnolias 
and rhododendrons in bloom, and carpets of 
bluebells. Contact Valerie Marsh to book a place: 
0208 455 4143. Note. Individual Members of 
RHS do not pay an entrance fee.

Barnet Allotment Competition
Now run by the Barnet Federation of Allotments, 
judging will take place on Saturdays 9th 
and 16th July – when all plots and site the 
need to be looking their best. This year the 
Competition will focus more on good gardening 
than management, with a separate category for 
Small Sites (which includes Nethercourt). The 
individual plot competition is unchanged.

Barbecue
Sunday 24 July. Note for your diary. Details later.

Trading Hut
Now open 10.30 – 12.30 every Sunday morning 
at Gordon Road. The Hut will close for the 
summer on 10th July, re-opening on 28 August.

Myddelton House Gardens, Enfield
Wednesday mid-day 17th August: visit for 
FHS members. Cost: £5 including guided tour. 
EA Bowles (1865-1954) was one of the 20th 
century’s greatest gardeners. His Victorian 
Garden in Enfield has recently undergone 
restoration thanks to the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
Features include the unusual triangular garden, 
potting shed and peach house now in original 
condition. We will travel by car, probably from 
Gordon Road. Lifts available for those without a 
car. Contact Valerie Marsh (0208 455 4143 or 
e-mail ppetere@aol.com) for further details.

PLANT SALE
Sunday 15 May 2011 

10am to 12.30pm

Gordon Road Allotments 
Finchley, London N3

Quality plants including: vegetables, 
herbs, annuals and perennials

Refreshments
Allotment shop open
Free parking in road

COME EARLy TO AvOiD 
DiSAPPOiNTMENT



What is your Plot Worth?

A number of UK allotment gardeners have taken 
part in a survey to evaluate the cash value of 
their crops. The results of this have just been 
published*. In 2008 they grew an average of 745 
kg of fruit and vegetables on their ‘standardised’ 
300 sq yard/250 sq m plots at an annual cost 
£202 per annum. The minimum value of the 
produce grown worked out at £1,564 per plot.   
Prices applied to the produce were the lowest 
available, and no account was taken of the fact 
the produce was of a much higher quality than 
the cheapest in shops, of the varieties grown, 
nor that most of the crops were organic. These 
values are therefore very much an underestimate. 

But, if you do not grow any fruit on your plot, 
the value will be reduced as fruit is the most 
expensive commodity (the highest value items 
included in the survey were raspberries and 
currants). The average number of hours worked 
by the surveyed allotment gardeners was 203 
hours per year. This amounts to £1,170 per 
annum, at the minimum wage of £5.80 per 
hour. So if all inputs and outputs are taken into 
account there is a net surplus of £192 - not a 
very significant profit, but don’t forget the vast 
amount of satisfaction and pleasure!

Gardening Which? has 
reported that the most 
popular vegetables grown 
by its members are runner 
beans, followed by onions, 
carrots and lettuce. They 
state that a 12ft row of 
beans had an average crop of 17lbs with a value 
per square yard of £2.56 (in 1987). They say if 
you can only grow one vegetable – this must be 
it! Five star value for money.

* Issue 4 Allotment and Leisure Gardener, magazine of 
the National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners 
- FHS is a member

Disabled and Schools Project

Land at the bottom of the Gordon Road Allotments 
site has been transformed in recent months. 
Overhanging trees have been cut back, a brand-
new, secure fence installed, beds for schools 
constructed, and paving laid down. The 16 
‘disabled beds’ are now being put in. If you know of a 
physically disabled person, interested in gardening, 
who would like one of these beds please contact 
the Allotments Secretary, June Brookes.



Our New President

Catherine Schmitt has been appointed our 
new President, following her retirement as FHS 
Chairman at the 2011 AGM.  Here she looks back 
at her time with the Society and the many roles 
she has taken on. We are enormously grateful 
for all that help over many, many years.

I joined FHS in 1973 having seen a poster for the 
FHS Show in West Finchley’s newsagents. My 
children and I exhibited at summer and autumn 
shows first at Moss Hall, then at old Christ’s 
College, then Christchurch School and finally at 
St Michael’s Grammar. I learned about showing 
and stewarding and twice was Show Secretary, 
including at our 60th in 2000.

I joined the FHS Committee in 1982 and was 
soon appointed Press Officer. In those days the 
local press covered horticultural shows with a 
photographer, and accepted any text you sent 
them. This job later included the Newsletter.

I have never been a secretary but sometimes 
wrote up minutes of meetings. I have never 
been Treasurer but for about 6 years ran the 
Nethercourt Avenue Trading Hut, which meant 
keeping accounts.

My involvement with the Plant Sale began with 
contributing perennials, gradually expanding to 
being in charge of perennials. I also used to grow 
winter pansies, Canterbury bells, aubretia and 
such for sale in the autumn and was near the 
trading hut most Sunday mornings to sell and give 
advice on plants. From 2001 to 2005 I was in 
charge of the whole plant sale and could not have 
managed without the help of Sylvia Elkington.

We used to have monthly meetings at Moss Hall 
School and I arranged them. Members gave 
some of the talks, such as Ted Smith on sowing 
seeds or Betty Vines on flower arranging, but we 
also had experts on anything from African violets 
to Pelargoniums.

Recently, I have been your Vice Chairman and for 
the past year, your Chairman. I feel it is now time 
to pass the baton on to younger members.

70th AGM
Reported highlights from 2010 included 
a visit to Buckingham Palace Gardens, 
record profits from the Plant Sale, a 
Tea Party in September which raised 
over £800 for the Greenfingers charity, 
and obtaining grants to create beds for 
disabled gardeners and schoolchildren, 
with associated new fence.

Catherine Schmitt retired as Chairman, 
Liz Thomson retired as Treasurer, and 
Helen Green as Newsletter Editor.  All were 
warmly thanked for their work for FHS.

For 2011, Ann Brown was elected 
Chairman and Michael Case our new 
Treasurer. Other Committee members  
are:  June Brookes, Claudine Fear, Tony 
Ingram, Ron Elkington, Beverley Perkins, 
and Valerie Marsh.

Allotment Rents

London Borough of Barnet at its Council meeting 
in March formally agreed large increases in rents 
from £5.90 per pole to £17.50 per pole. At the 
time of writing, FHS has yet to receive formal 
notification of this. However, the increase is being 
legally investigated by the Barnet Federation of 
Allotments, fully supported by FHS. Progress is 
very slow on the Council proposals for allotments 
to be run on a self management basis.

A Big Welcome to New Members
Bernadette Casey, Lesley Ludlow, Bill Woollett, 
Sophie and Arvin Dave, Ellen Edwards, Judith 
Fall, Pan Andidoros, and Helen Skelton have 
all joined the FHS since January 2011. 



The Finchley Horticultural Society
1 Princes Avenue, Finchley, London N3 2DA

For all Finchley gardeners and for plotholders 
at Gordon Road and Nethercourt Avenue.

President 
Catherine Schmitt

Chairman, Newsletter Editor 
& FHS Enquiries 

Ann Brown 
0208 346 5011 

annbrownster@gmail.com

Allotments Secretary 
& Allotment Enquries 

June Brookes 
0208 349 2253 

jayemjaybee@btinternet.com

Membership 
Beverley Perkins 
0208 346 4026 

bev.perkins@btopenworld.com

Treasurer 
Michael Case 

0207 607 2885 
michael.case@dsl.pipex.com

Meetings 
Valerie Marsh 

0208 455 4143 
ppetere@aol.com

Security & Break-ins 
Tony Ingram 

0208 349 1265 or 07967 274 739 
tonyingram@aqp.co.uk

Member of 
Barnet Federation 
of Allotment and 

Horticultural Societies

Remember you can get a 10% 
discount off seeds and plants 
at Finchley Nurseries Garden 

Centre if you are an FHS Member

Finchley Gardens: Open Days

Sunday 1st May, and first Sunday in month 
Bothy Garden, Avenue House 
East End Road, Finchley, London N3 3QE 
2.30 - 4.30pm. On 1st May there will be 
entertainment. Admission £5.

Sunday 15th May, 2-5.30pm 
66 Abbots Gardens 
East Finchley, London N2 0JH 
NGS. Admission £3. Children free. 

Sunday 5th June, 2-5pm 
East Finchley Gardens: 
22 Trinity Road, N2 8JJ 
20 Trinity Road, N2 8JJ 
2 Stanley Road, N2  0NB * 
NGS. Admission £3. Children free. 

* Tree & plant sale

Saturday & Sunday 11th & 12th June, 10am-5pm 
Long Lane Pasture 
Off Long Lane, Finchley, London N3 2RN 
OGSW. Ticket for all London OSGW gardens £10 
In aid of London Parks & Gardens Trust.

Sunday 12 June, 2-6pm 
79 Church Lane 
East Finchley, London N2 0TH 
NGS. Admission £2.50. Children free.

Sunday 26 June, 2-5.30pm 
18 Park Crescent 
Finchley, London N3 2NJ 
NGS. Admission £2.50. Children free.

269 Creighton Avenue 
East Finchley, London N2 9BP 
NGS.  Admission £2.50. Children free.

Sunday 17 July, 2-6pm 
79 Church Lane 
East Finchley, London N2 0TH 
NGS. Admission £2.50. Children free.

 
NGS = National Gardens Scheme 

(www.ngs.org.uk)

OGSW = Open Garden Squares Weekend 
(www.opensquares.org)


